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HAVE A QUESTION?
DURING THE 
PRESENTATION

DURING 
Q+A

AFTER THE 
MEETING

Type questions into the 
“Q&A” window during the 
presentation to be answered 
at the end.

Click “Raise Hand” in the  
webinar controls. If you’d like 
to lower your hand, click the 
green “Lower Hand” button. 
We will answer questions by 
unmuting the attendee and 
listing to the question live.

Email us at  
englewoodline@cityofchicago.org 
or at connect@growgreater.org

WELCOME!
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Existing Corridors
Maintain & Improve
On-Street Bike Connection

Future Corridors
Active Project
Potential Project
Potential On-Street Bike Connection

Corridor Systems
Boulevard
Lakefront
River
Open Space & Greenway

CTA Rail Lines & Stations

ID Route Name
1 126th Place Sidepath
2 130th Street Sidepath
3 49th St Embankment
4 606/Bloomingdale Trail
5 African American Heritage Water Trail
6 Altenheim Line
7 Big Marsh Park Corridor
8 Boulevard System
9 Burley Sidepath
10 Burnham Greenway
11 Canalport Riverwalk
12 Chicago & Illinois Western Corridor
13 Chicago Riverwalk
14 Des Plaines River Trail Improvements
15 Englewood Line
16 Kenwood Embankment
17 Lake Calumet Trail
18 Lakefront Trail
19 Lakefront Trail - South Extension
20 Li�le Village Corridor
21 Major Taylor Trail
22 Marque�e Greenway
23 North Branch Canal/Wild Mile
24 North Branch Trail
25 North Branch Transitway & Trail
26 North Shore Channel Trail
27 Sangamon Corridor
28 Cermak Corridor
29 Sauganash Trail
30 Van Vlissengen Corridor
31 Weber Spur Trail

TRAILS AND CORRIDORS
2022 UPDATE DPD River Corridor

Boulevard System

Halsted On-Street Bike Lane

Damen On-Street Bike Lane

Major Taylor Trail

Lake Calumet Trail

Van Vlissengen Corridor

Burley Sidepath

126th Place Sidepath
130th Street Sidepath

Lakefront Trail

ENGLEWOOD 
NATURE TRAIL



AGRICULTURE
ON THE ENGLEWOOD  
NATURE TRAIL



STEWARDSHIP
ON THE ENGLEWOOD  
NATURE TRAIL



DISCOVERY
ON THE ENGLEWOOD  
NATURE TRAIL



A PLACE  
TO GATHER
ON THE ENGLEWOOD  
NATURE TRAIL



A PLACE  
TO GATHER
ON THE ENGLEWOOD  
NATURE TRAIL



CULTURAL  
EXPRESSION
ON THE ENGLEWOOD  
NATURE TRAIL



CULTURAL  
EXPRESSION
ON THE ENGLEWOOD  
NATURE TRAIL



WORKING  
TOGETHER
ON THE ENGLEWOOD  
NATURE TRAIL



LAND AND ANCESTOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT



TONIGHT’S AGENDA
1.  How we got here: a vision for the trail 
2.  The framework plan  
3. CDOT engineering 
4.  Meet the team 
5.  Staying involved



HOW WE GOT HERE: 
A VISION FOR THE TRAIL
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HOW WE GOT HERE:  
A VISION FOR THE TRAIL

20082007 2014

2009
Englewood Quality of  
Life plan recommends  
an urban agriculture  
district around 59th  
Street

Greater  
Englewood 
Community 
Plan by  
DPD

Burnham 
Trails  
Centennial 
Plan

New ERA Trail 
Community  
Vision Plan

Greater  
Englewood 
Task Force + 
Openlands

Green Healthy  
Neighborhoods  
plan by DPD proposes  
the trail and urban  
agriculture

2005 2010 2015

2005



HOW WE GOT HERE:  
A VISION FOR THE TRAIL

2015

2016 2017 2021 2022

2018 2026

2020 2026

Health Impact 
Assessment  
says trail can  
remediate  
health  
inequities 
 
New Century  
Trail Plan

Grow Greater  
Englewood  
established 
 
59th Street 
Line Concept 
Plan by DPD 
provides  
information 
on conditions 
and priorities

Englewood 
Village Farm 
and Plaza  
established 
 
GGE+  
SmithGroup 
Englewood 
Nature  
Trail Plan

Englewood  
Nature Trail 
Framework  
Plan 
 
CDOT  
begins Phase I  
Engineering 
 
RAISE Grant  
Application

Anticipated 
construction 
start

City of Chicago 
obtains the  
elevated  
line





THE BRAIN TRUST

CHICAGO FOOD POLICY ACTION COUNCIL
ELEVATE CHICAGO
GREATER ENGLEWOOD CDC
GREATER ENGLEWOOD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
GROWING HOME
IMAGINE ENGLEWOOD IF
MADE IN ENGLEWOOD
NEIGHBORSPACE
R.A.G.E.
SUSTAINABLE ENGLEWOOD
TEAMWORK ENGLEWOOD
THINK OUTSIDE THE BLOCK
TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND
VOICES OF WEST ENGLEWOOD
ALDERMEN OF THE 15TH, 16TH, AND 20TH WARDS
STATE REP. SONYA M. HARPER
CONGRESSMAN DANNY K. DAVIS



RECURRING THEMES

ANTI- 
DISPLACEMENT 
Stabilize existing housing and  
create affordable housing to  
increase homeownership.

ENVIRONMENTAL  
QUALITY 
Remediate vacant and  
contaminated sites into nature  
hubs for Englewood residents.

COMMUNITY  
STEWARDSHIP 
Create a model for community  
stewardship of the trail and its  
adjacent vacant lots; Stewardship  
Alliance comprised of community 
stakeholders.

WORKFORCE  
DEVELOPMENT 
Leverage city-owned land to  
support continued development  
of local owned businesses, 
entrepreneurs and neighborhood 
services.

ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT 
Provide a neighborhood asset  
that will support future equitable  
commercial and mixed-income  
residential development.



MEET  
THE TEAM

02



GROW GREATER ENGLEWOOD 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
AND EMPOWERMENT

Established in 2017, Grow Greater Englewood (GGE) works in 
partnership with community stakeholders to develop local food 
economies and land sovereignty which empower  
residents to thrive.

Mission
L. ANTON SEALS JR. BWEZA ITAAGI

TANYA WARD JOHN PAUL JONES



DESIGN TEAM: GENSLER 
URBAN DESIGN AND  
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Neighborhood Planning 
Urban Revitalization 
Mixed-Income Master Planning 
Affordable Housing

What We Do
AARON MAY

ANDRE BRUMFIELD

STEVE WILSON

JULIE OBROCHTA MARIA PADILLA



DARRELL E. GARRISON, ASLA, PLA, NOMADARRELL E. GARRISON, ASLA, PLA, NOMA
President/Director of Landscape ArchitecturePresident/Director of Landscape Architecture

QUALIFICATIONS
Darrell is the President and CEO of Planning Resources Inc. and has over 32 years of experience in designing 
and shaping communities and open spaces throughout the Chicago Metropolitan area. He brings to his work 
both an extensive knowledge of landscape architecture and an in-depth understanding of public spaces. 
Darrell has been instrumental in positioning the firm as one of the leading recreational planning and design 
firms serving a variety of clients in the commercial and municipal markets. His passion for taking a client’s 
vision for a project and implementing it in ways that are innovative yet sensitive to costs, has garnered him the 
respect of those within the industry.  

Darrell also brings a disciplined management approach and commitment to excellence during the planning, 
design, and construction phases of PRI’s most complex projects. His experience includes multi-phased 
redevelopment plans, linear and urban parks, playgrounds, sports recreation facilities, landscapes and designs 
that utilize the LEED green building rating system for sustainable developments.

His work includes a variety of projects but his passion for creating outdoor learning and recreational 
environments has produced several award-winning projects. His skills and interests lie in the development, 
coordination, and implementation of interdisciplinary projects from schematic design to the built environment. 

Darrell is actively involved with Blacks in Green (BIG), a green-village builder, a national network, and a thought 
leader in green community economic development for communities of color.  He is a current member of the 
National Organization of Minority Architects (NOMA).

EDUCATION
• Bachelor of Science, 

Landscape Architecture,  
Ball State University, 1988 

• Bachelor of Science, 
Environmental Design, Ball 
State University, 1988�

REGISTRATIONS
• Registered Landscape 

Architect: State of   
Illinois #157-000155

AFFILIATIONS
• American Society of 

Landscape Architects 

• National Organization for 
Minority Architects – Affiliate 
Member 

• Illinois Parks and Recreation 
– Commercial Member 

• Lambda Alpha International 
(Ely Chapter) – Member

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
• College of DuPage, 2003-

2010, “Landscape Design & 
Presentation Graphics, Guest 
speaker

TRANSPORTATION
Logan Square Blue Line Station Park, Chicago, IL - Conceputal designs for urban plaza including seating 
areas, urban tolerant planting, and an architectural feature to complement the area’s “L” station.
Illinois State Toll and Highway Authority, Chicago, IL - Planning, analysis, and design of roadway 
landscape improvements, construction documentation, special provisions development, performance   
of on-site inspections, and coordination with ISTHA.
DuPage Department of Transportation, Wheaton, IL - PRI was commissioned by DUDOT to manage their 
landscape maintenance contract for 42 County Highways and Roadways.

OPEN SPACE, RECREATIONAL & PARK PLANNING
Hadiya Pendleton Park, Chicago, IL - Landscape design for 2-acre park in the Bronzeville neighborhood 
honoring the cultural heritage of the community while paying tribute to the park’s namesake. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park, Hammond, IN - A 9-acre redevelopment to a park site that has historically 
served as the life-blood of the African-American community.  Freedom Plaza - “the Landmark of Peace” 
serves as the focus of the park.

INSTITUTIONAL & CORPORATE CAMPUS PLANS
Chicago Commons, Nia Family Center, Chicago, IL 
Brentano Math & Science Academy, Chicago, IL
Esmond School, Chicago, IL
Immersion Ctr. Children’s Garden, Brookfield Zoo, Chicago, IL

Signature ProjectsSignature Projects

DESIGN TEAM: PLANNING RESOURCES (PRI) 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Employ a sustainable design and planning approach that  
creates attractive and functional community solutions where 
people live, work, and play. Our firm includes landscape  
architects, park planners, community planners,  
and designers.

Mission

DARRELL E. GARRISON STEVE HALBERG



DESIGN TEAM: BOTANICAL CITY 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

We are an urban and landscape design firm dedicated  
to preserving cultural landscapes. We have been an active 
research and design partner to the Englewood community 
throughout the evolution of its urban agriculture programs  
surrounding the Englewood Trail.

Mission

MARIA A. VILLALOBOS H. NILAY MISTRY

JORGE MAYORGA

DIAMANTINA SANCHEZ
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Lyneir Richardson, Chief Executive Officer  

Lyneir is an experienced commercial and residential real estate developer with over 17 years of 
experience in urban retail development. Lyneir is also a Professional Practice Instructor in the 
Department of Management and Global Business at Rutgers Business School in Newark, NJ, and the 
Executive Director of the Rutgers Center for Urban Entrepreneurship and Economic Development 
(CUEED), where he leads capacity-building programs that have assisted over 400 entrepreneurs. 

 
Lyneir has served as Chief Executive Officer of the primary economic development corporation 
in Newark, NJ, for two different mayoral administrations. He was Vice President of Urban 
Development at General Growth Properties, Inc., where he led the national initiative to bring 
quality shopping centers to ethnic neighborhoods in large U.S. cities. Early in his career, Lyneir 
founded Lakeshore Development Construction Company and was recognized by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration as Illinois Young Entrepreneur of the Year. He started his career as a 
corporate attorney at the First National Bank of Chicago. 

 
Lyneir is a graduate of Bradley University and the University of Chicago Law School. He is a 
member of the Urban Land Institute and the International Council of Shopping Centers. He 
serves on the Board of Directors of the International Economic Development Council, New 
Growth Innovation Network and Newark Arts Council, and has served as Vice Chairman of the 
Illinois Housing Development Authority Trust Fund Board and as a Commissioner on the 
Chicago Plan Commission. 
 
Gretchen Kleinert, Chief Operating Officer  
Gretchen joined the firm in January 2019, bringing experience in community and economic 
development, real estate economics, project management and program design. Prior to joining 
TREND, Gretchen was Vice President at RW Ventures, LLC, where she worked for nine years, 
providing thought leadership for complex, innovative economic growth projects and managing 
multi-firm project teams, a diverse array of client and stakeholder relationships and firm 
operations. She has also served as the Director of Research for World Business Chicago and as a 
Project Manager for S.B. Friedman & Company, a Chicago-based real estate and development 
advisory firm. Gretchen holds a BA in Statistics, with a second concentration in Economics, from 
the University of Chicago, and a Master’s degree in Regional Planning from the University of 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill. 

 
William J. McIntosh III, Director of Real Estate Finance and Small Business Services 
William joined the organization in November 2020 after working as a corporate banker with 
PNC Financial Services Inc. for seven years. At PNC he developed lending relationships with 
lower middle-market to large corporate institutions across the bank’s footprint. In addition to 
business development responsibilities, William served in roles within a diverse set of verticals 

Kelsey A. Taylor, P.E. 
Principal & Civil Project Manager

Licenses
Professional Engineer
Illinois (#062-057215)
2004

Certifications
LEED AP, U.S. Green Building Council
2008

Education
B.S., Civil Engineering
University of Illinois - Chicago
1998

Graduate Certificate in Construction Management,  
Illinois Institute of Technology
2011

A Sample of Key Projects 

Kelsey began his engineering career testing soils for future home 
foundations in the middle of a 2,000 acre site - that was 1998. 
Transitioning into design mode the following year, that critical 
experience monitoring civil construction continues to inform his 
civil-site design style. 

An accomplished, team-oriented civil engineering and site devel-
opment project manager, Kelsey brings to bear a broad expanse 
of civil-site knowledge, from 150-acre mass grading of power 
plants, to detailed sewer and grading work of complex commer-

cial, industrial, and municipal projects on storied sites in Chicago. 
The ability to produce quality deliverables that both anticipate and 
respond to the needs of both the contractor tasked to build and 
the developer posited with paying for a project are hallmarks of 
his work. Belief that a clean and elegant design on paper is more 
likely to translate to faster permitting time and better construction 
results drives his passion in service of development in his home 
town of Chicago. Kelsey has been Principal of Engage since its 
founding in 2013.

Englewood Connect - Invest South/West 
Skidmore Owings & Merrill  
Role: Lead Civil Engineer (2021-Present)  

Altenheim Line Rails to Trails Planning Study
City of Chicago (Under Skidmore Owings Merrill)  
Role: Consulting Civil Engineer (2021-Present)  

Auburn Gresham Developments - Invest South/West 
Ross Barney Architects 
Role: Civil Engineer of Record (2020-Present)

CTA 95th Red Line Lot Development
Constructed by F.H. Paschen
Role: Civil Design Engineer of Record (2020-Present). 

Pershing & State Development 
McLaurin Development Partners  
Role: Consulting Civil Engineer (2017-Present)

CDOT Streetscape Corridor Project - Bronzeville Chicago
Peralte-Clark, LLC
Role: Subconsultant (2021-2024) 
providing community engagement, and ADA ramp  
and driveway apron design

Renovation of Old Cook County Hospital  
Civic Health Development Group
Role: Lead Civil Engineer for Design-Build Team (2017-2020)

Oakwood Shores - 508 E. Pershing Building
Developed by The Community Builders
Architect of Record - Nia Architects
Role: Lead Civil Engineer for Design-Build Team (2018-2021)

Taylor Street Library & Apartments
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill 
Role: Lead Civil Engineer (2017-2019) 

Lake Meadows Retail Development 
Draper & Kramer  
Role: Lead Civil Engineer (2017-2018)  

Walmart Stores, multiple Chicago sites
Role: Client Manager, Lead Civil Engineer (2010-2013) 

Exelon City Solar 
Role: Civil Engineer of Record (2011)

A national engineering, planning, 
and consulting firm

MAKING THE 
JOURNEY BETTER

Our Services
» Traffic Engineering

» Transit

» Transportation 
Planning

» Urban Planning

» Air Quality + Noise

» Campus

» CEQR/SEQRA

» City Strategies

» Civil Engineering

» Community 

Engagement

» Environmental 

Review

» Fare Collections

» Master Planning

» New Mobility

» Parking

» Pedestrian Safety

» Permitting

» Planning

» Rail Services

» Site + Utilities 

Engineering

» TDM

Our industry-leading team specializes in developing context-sensitive trans-

portation solutions for urban mobility in Chicago, New York, nationally, and 

abroad. We identify transportation and social impacts and provide creative, 

multi-modal plans that are grounded in technically rigorous analysis and 

industry-accepted design standards, working towards larger policy goals such 

as Vision Zero, economic development, social equity, environmental and 

climate resiliency, and design excellence. We work to balance the needs and 

improve the quality-of-life of all users, including those using transit, walking, 

biking, driving, hailing rides, and moving freight.

Our close working relationship with City agencies in Chicago and depth of 

knowledge of local transportation issues has positioned us as a go-to firm to 

help solve complex challenges and support high-priority initiatives, such as 

developing Vision Zero action plans, overseeing Divvy bikeshare's citywide 

expansion, and managing the second e-scooter pilot program.  

WHERE WE WORK

150
Professionals

25
Years in Business

8
Offices 

Nationwide

samschwartz.com

DESIGN TEAM

CHICAGO  
TREND
ECONOMICS +  
WEALTH- 
BUILDING  
STRATEGIES

ENGAGE  
CIVIL
CIVIL  
ENGINEERING

SAM  
SCHWARTZ
TRANSPORTATION 
AND MOBILITY 
PLANNING

STUDIO J9 
GRAPHICS  
AND  
ENGAGEMENT



THE  
FRAMEWORK PLAN
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ENGLEWOOD NATURE TRAIL  
FRAMEWORK PLAN

• Access points

• Mobility options

• Landscape design

• Priority sites

• Development  
scenarios

• Design guidelines

• Agricultural design

• Block stewards

• Community wealth 
building strategies

• Trail tours

MULTI-USE  
TRAIL DESIGN

DEVELOPMENT 
AROUND THE  
TRAIL

COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT



ENGLEWOOD NATURE TRAIL  
TIMELINE

We are  
here

STAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3 STAGE 4
Existing  
conditions  
and initiatives

Design options 
and community 
input

Design refinement 
and crafting a vision 
together

Implementation 
and opportunity 
sites

MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT



CDOT
ENGINEERING
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TRAIL CONSTRUCTION

The City is seeking federal funds 
for the construction of the trail.

The US Department of  
Transportation grants funds for 
this work.

Surface transportation  
infrastructure projects, including 
trail projects, are eligible to apply.



Site Activations

CDOT ENGINEERING  
AND CONSTRUCTION 

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Continued public engagement throughout the process...

Start DPD  
Framework Plan

Anticipated  
construction  
start.

RAISE funding must  
be under contract  
by September.

Start CDOT Phase 2:  
Detailed Design  
and Engineering

Start CDOT Phase I:  
Preliminary Engineering 
and Environmental  
Study

SPRING SPRING FALL

SUMMER

Workforce Development



STAYING
INVOLVED
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BLOCK STEWARDS

Englewood Block Stewards are 
neighborhood members who will work to 
make their communities safe places to live, 
work, and play. 

Becoming a Block Steward will help 
connect fellow residents near the Englewood 
Nature Trail. They will promote safe activities 
and garner feedback from their neighbors. 

Block Stewards are essential to building 
and strengthening partnerships with 
neighbors, public safety, and other 
community stakeholders.



COMMUNITY COMPACT

As part of the Framework Plan, the 
community is creating a ‘Community Public 
Benefits Compact’ for recommendations for 
equitable development.

Our Community Public Benefits 
Compact calls for:

• Anti-displacement of long term residents 
• Good infrastructure 
• Green neighborhood plan 
• Conservation core 
• Public safety



JOIN OUR 
NEXT EVENT 
OUTSIDE!

FUTURE MEETINGS  
WILL BE FIRST  
THURSDAYS THIS  
SUMMER

MEETING #2
#3
#4

MEETING 

MEETING 

JULY 7, 2022 
6PM

AUG 4, 2022 
6PM

SEPT 1, 2022
6PM

DESIGN  
CHARETTE

COMMUNITY WEALTH 
BUILDING STRATEGIES

DESIGN  
CHARETTE



STAY 
CONNECTED

CONNECT 
WITH GROW 
GREATER 
ENGLEWOOD

CONNECT 
WITH THE 
CITY OF  
CHICAGO

ATTEND 
FUTURE 
MEETINGS 
THIS SUMMER

TAKE  
THE  
SURVEY  
ANYTIME  
AT:

FIRST  
THURSDAYS!

www.growgreater.org 
 
connect@growgreater.org

https://www.chicago.gov/
city/en/sites/ 
englewood-trail

https://forms.gle/iZ-
vmNTs5pyw9kqwc9



 
 

HAVE A QUESTION?
AFTER THE 
MEETINGClick “Raise Hand” in the webinar controls. 

If you’d like to lower your hand, click the 
green “Lower Hand” button. We will  
answer questions by unmuting the  
attendee and listing to the question live.

Email us at  
englewoodline@cityofchicago.org 
or at connect@growgreater.org




